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Tired of seeing backgrounds provided by Microsoft on your Windows 10 lock screen? With a trip to Settings, you can choose a custom background image or even set up a custom slideshow from a group of images. Here’s how to set it up. First, open “Settings” by clicking the “Start” button and selecting the small gear. Or you can press Windows+i on
your keyboard. In “Settings,” select “Personalization.” In “Personalization,” select “Lock screen” from the sidebar. In Lock screen settings, locate the drop-down menu labeled “Background,” which is just below the lock screen preview image. Click the menu, and you’ll see three options. Here’s what they do. Windows spotlight: Shows an image
provided by Microsoft through the Internet. You'll see a new image every day. Picture: Select your own background image for the lock screen. Slideshow: Provide your own folder of images to use as a slideshow on the lock screen. The default option is “Windows Spotlight,” which pulls new Microsoft-provided photographic images from the Internet. If
you’d like to use your own image, select “Picture” from the menu, then click “Browse” to select an image you’d like to use. Tip: If you'd like to use a “blank” screen as your lock screen background, create an image with a solid color and browse for it when “Picture” is selected from the menu. If you’d rather have a custom slideshow of images, select
“Slideshow” from the drop-down menu. Next, choose an album of photos to use as the source of images. Windows will cycle through them on the lock screen, changing them every few seconds. You can pick your “Pictures” folder or click “Add a folder” to add a custom group of images to use. When “Slideshow” is selected, you can also change
slideshow options by clicking “Advanced slideshow settings” just below the “Choose albums” area. Once you choose, it, you can change options such as “Only use pictures that fit my screen” and whether the slideshow uses Camera Roll folders from your OneDrive. When you have everything configured how you’d like, exit “Settings,” and the changes
will take effect immediately. You can press Windows+L on your keyboard to quickly bring up the lock screen and check. Have fun customizing Windows! RELATED: 30 Essential Windows Key Keyboard Shortcuts for Windows 10 Android 13 Logo Mockup (Image credit: Nick Sutrich / Android Central) Multi-user profile switching and QR code scanning
is coming to the Android 13 lock screen.Long-pressing the home key to call Google Assistant can be turned off in Android 13.Multilingual users will be able to customize languages on a per-app basis.Android 12 has only been out for a few short months, but the expected preview of Android 13 is likely right around the corner. As such, we've seen a
flood of leaks, from new notifications and language settings to a magic handoff feature for media playback. Now, we're seeing evidence of two new Android 13 lock screen features thanks to a build obtained by Android Police.Before unlocking their phones, users on Android 13 will be able to switch user-profiles and even scan QR codes. The former is
a new way to switch user-profiles and will make the feature both easier and more prominent.Source: Android Police (Image credit: Source: Android Police)This would make sense if you're passing your phone to your child and would make switching profiles between parent/child — or even work/personal — a much simpler experience.Scanning QR
codes is something most phones' camera apps do just fine, but having a quick lock screen option for scanning would certainly come in handy. Additionally, a new QR Code scanner quick toggle tile can be added to the notification shade, if you so choose.Source: Android Police (Image credit: Source: Android Police)This probably isn't any simpler than
launching the camera to scan a QR code, but it would bridge the gap between phones whose camera app can read QR codes natively and phones that cannot.Folks who still prefer to use the original 3-button navigation — that's the back, home, and overview buttons at the bottom of the screen — will finally be able to disable the long-press function for
the home button.Source: Android Police (Image credit: Source: Android Police)Currently on Android 12, long-pressing the home button calls up Google Assistant. If you don't want it to do that, a simple switch will make it easy to disable.Lastly is another look at the new multilingual functionality in Android 13, which will allow users to choose their
language on a per-app basis. The language for each app can be changed in the system menu, logically located under the languages, app languages sections.Source: Android Police (Image credit: Source: Android Police)While Android 12 continues to roll out to the best Android phones, we expect the first Android 13 developer preview to happen in the
next month or so. The first Android 12 developer preview went live on February 18, 2021, and there's no expectation that Google will deviate from that schedule this year. How To Change Lock Screen Shortcuts Leader (Image credit: Adam Doud/Android Central) Android 12 is bringing a lot of enhancements to the best Android phones, and one that is
a little overlooked is the ability to adjust smart home tech from your lock screen. From dimming lights to adjusting your thermostat, your lock screen offers quick shortcuts that allow you to take control without having to launch an app first. We'll show you where those are and how to configure them to your liking.First, go to your lock screen. The
easiest way to do that is to press the power button on your phone to turn the screen off, then press it again to turn the screen back on. From there, follow these steps.Tap the button in the bottom left corner that looks like a little house.That will bring up your home controls. Tap the three dots in the upper right corner.Tap Add controls or Edit controls.
We'll deal with editing controls first.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralWhen you tap edit, put in your PIN (or scan your fingerprint) to unlock the phone.Next, you'll see all the controls you currently have set up. You can remove the checkmark to remove the command, and you can tap and hold to drag the controls around to the order you want
them.When you're done, tap Save.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralHow to add smart home controls to your lock screenNext, we'll talk about adding controls.Tap the button on your lock screen that looks like a house, as described above.Tap the three dots in the upper right corner.Tap Add controls.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralEnter your
PIN or scan your fingerprint.Here, you'll see a list of available controls. Tap the checkboxes to add or remove checkmarks as you like.At the bottom of the list, tap see other apps.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralThis gives you the choice of Home or Cat controls. Tap Cat controls.Here, you can add a Water bubbler, Food bowl, or Toy if you want
to.When you're done, tap Save.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralOnce you're done setting that up, the controls will be available from your lock screen by tapping the house on your lock screen.A word about the cat controlsYou may recall that the Easter egg in Android 11 involved luring cats into your notifications and collecting them. The presence
of cat controls in the Android 12 home control menu indicates that tradition may continue. As of this writing, despite maintaining a full bowl and water bubbler for a few days, we have not seen a cat yet. It's possible these controls may be removed from the final release of Android. Either way, we'll be sure to update this article once we know
more.Have you listened to this week's Android Central Podcast?Every week, the Android Central Podcast brings you the latest tech news, analysis and hot takes, with familiar co-hosts and special guests.Subscribe in Pocket Casts: AudioSubscribe in Spotify: AudioSubscribe in iTunes: Audio (opens in new tab) Open the Clock app > Settings > then
choose a new time.Open Settings > System > Date & Time. This article will detail the two primary ways Android users can change the time or time zones set on their phones. Whether you’re looking to change the time zone on your Android phone or just looking to update for Daylight Savings Time, updating the time is easy. You can change the time
in several different ways depending on the device you’'re using—Samsung, Google, LG, etc. Despite the many types of Android phones from various manufacturers, the basic steps you take are always similar. However, to ensure you can easily change the date or time, we’ve detailed two specific ways to change it. Follow the steps below to learn how
to change the date and time using the Clock app built into your Android phone. Open the Clock app on your phone and navigate to the Clock tab. Locate the menu button. It should look like three dots in the top right-hand corner of the screen. Tap the menu dots to bring up the menu. Select Settings to open the date and time settings. Here you can
change your default time zone. However, if you’d like to make more changes to the date and time, you can tap that option to be taken directly to your phone’s settings. You can then choose whether to set the time manually, have it update automatically based on your location, and more. The second way to change the date and time on your Android
phone involves going directly into the phone’s settings. Follow the steps below to learn how to change it using this method. Open the Settings app on your phone. Scroll down and locate the System option. Alternatively, you can search “date and time” using the bar at the top of the Settings page. From System, tap Date & Time. You can now select
from a broad range of date or time-based settings, including your time zone, location to set as the time zone, the format for how time shows up on your device, and more. Make sure to tap Set time automatically, so it is disabled before trying to make any changes. If you want to reset the date and time on your phone, you can always navigate to your
phone's date and time settings and set it to automatic. Open the Settings app on your phone. Navigate to System or search for Date or time in the search bar at the top of the page. Select Date & Time. Tap Set time automatically to reset time to whatever location you're currently at. Changing the time on your Samsung phone is similar to how you’d
change it on other Android devices. However, Samsung does label things differently. Open the Settings app on your Samsung phone. Navigate to and tap General Management in the Settings list. Locate Date and time and select it. Turn off the automatic date and time setting and then choose the time or date you’d like your phone to show. FAQ How
do I change the snooze time on my Android phone? You can change the default snooze time on an Android in the Alarm settings. Go to Settings > Alarms > Snooze length (or clock app > menu > Settings > Snooze length on some version of Android) and change the number of minutes. How do I change the sleep time on my Android phone? You can
change the settings so that your screen stays active longer on an Android phone. Go to Settings > Display > Sleep (or Settings > Display > Screen timeout on some version of Android) to delay the Android Sleep timer by up to 30 minutes. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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